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SAFEGUARDING – INTERNET SAFETY
Safeguarding is of paramount importance in our school and we teach a preventative curriculum to equip pupils with the skills needed to stay safe in daily life. All pupils participated in lessons on internet safety on Safer Internet Day (Tues 6th Feb) and continue to do so throughout the school year. Cyber Pal also worked with Yr 5-7 pupils on Mon 5th February to raise their awareness of online dangers. We would strongly advise all parents to monitor children’s online activity. 
CUED SPELLING

Primary 5 and 6 pupils thoroughly enjoyed our Cued Spelling programme where P6 pupils became spelling tutors, showing P5 pupils how to create cues to help them to remember difficult spellings. Our most improved spellers will receive certificates at assembly on Friday 8th March.
____________________________________________

CYCLING PROFICIENCY

Primary 7 pupils will begin cycling proficiency training with Miss Doyle on Mon 15th April and this will last approximately 5 weeks. Bikes can be stored in school for the duration of the training. Please ensure that your child has a cycling helmet and that bikes are in a safe condition. 
FIRST AID
Miss U Doyle, Mrs C McKenna and Mrs M Redmond are our named First Aiders. First Aiders will clean and apply a plaster or dressing to significant cuts or grazes. Consent will be sought annually from parents. If your child is allergic to plasters and you prefer them not to be used, please let us know. Parents will continue to be contacted in the case of head injury or other significant injury. In the case of a head injury, please monitor your child closely for 48 hours and do not allow them to participate in physical activity in case they develop second-impact syndrome. If your child needs to take medicine in school, you must request a consent form from school so they can self-administer this medication under the supervision of an adult. Otherwise, a family member can give the medicine to the child at school reception.
CUMANN NA mBUNSCOL QUIZ

Congratulations to four of our P7 pupils who competed in an Irish-themed quiz on Wednesday 28th February in Owenbeg. The quiz was extremely difficult and our pupils performed to a high standard. Thanks also to Mrs Grace McKenna who helped to prepare pupils for this event.
ASSEMBLIES
Primary 4 assembly will take place on Friday 22nd March at 9.30am. Primary 6 assembly will take place on Friday 19th April at 9.30am. Family members are welcome.
____________________________________________

OUR PERFECT DAY PROJECT
P7 pupils are continuing to enjoy working with our local Dementia group- their next visit to see them will take place on Monday 22nd April.
SHARED EDUCATION PROGRAMME
Although our Shared Education Programme has no external funding this year for face-to-face visits, both schools have decided to fund face-to-face visits for all classes in Term 3. Pupils in P5, 6 & 7 will also have another online session, where classes in both schools will be taught the same lesson, and then pupils will video call each other to share how it went. The focus of these lessons will be STEM or PDMU. Look out for photos of our lessons on our school website and Facebook page!
EASYFUNDRAISING APP

Thank you to everyone who has already downloaded the easyfundraising app and used it when making online purchases. To date, over £196 has been raised for our school. Purchases via the easyfundraising app do not cost you a penny more, but the companies give a percentage donation to our PTA charity. When you sign up, select ‘Friends of St Mary’s Primary School Altinure’ as your cause. Then, when you purchase online, go via the app to see if the shop you are using is there. Ebay, Tesco, Sainsburys, Asda, Argos, Just Eat, TUI, booking.com and many others are available. Please sign up and offer your support!!
____________________________________________

ADORATION

Adoration will take place in our school for P4, 5, 6 & 7 on Monday 11th March and Monday 15th April. Children are encouraged to bring their own rosary beads to Adoration. 
CLOTH ON THE CROSS
P7 and P4 pupils worked with Charlotte and Aine on Monday 4th March to decorate a cloth which will be hung on the wooden cross in St. Mary’s Church Altinure on Good Friday. We wish Charlotte well for her forthcoming maternity leave and we welcome Aine Patton as her replacement while she is off. 

EASTER DRAW
An Easter Draw will take place on Wednesday 27th March and tickets will go on sale from Monday 11th March at a cost of £1 a strip. Best of luck!
LITERACY FAIR

Thank you to Mrs McAleer for organising a fun Literacy Week for our pupils from 19th to 23rd February. Pupils enjoyed ‘swap the teacher’ storytelling, a Literacy Scavenger hunt, Drama lessons with Miss McReynolds, Film Media lessons and fun spelling games. Thanks also to parents who supported our School Book Fair – due to your generosity, £504 commission is now available for us to spend on new library and classroom reading books. We also look forward to storyteller Pat Ryan visiting our school on Thursday 25th April. 
____________________________________________
WORLD BOOK DAY

Pupils should wear their uniforms/PE gear as usual on Thursday 7th March (World Book Day) as we know it is stressful for parents having to purchase or create costumes!! All classes will however celebrate World Book Day by watching interviews with authors, discussing their favourite books or listening to stories. Why not tell your child what your favourite books were when you were at school? _________________________________________
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CONGRATULATIONS


Congratulations to our Primary 7 pupils who were confirmed on Saturday 2nd March. Thanks to Fr Micheál, Charlotte, Miss Doyle and all the staff who helped to prepare the pupils so thoroughly. May the Holy Spirit bless our P7 pupils and protect them in the years ahead!


Congratulations also to our Primary 4 pupils who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation (First Confession) on Tuesday 20th February. Thanks to Fr Micheál, Mrs Boyle and Miss McReynolds for preparing them so well! We were very proud of them all!


_____________________________________


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION


First Communion takes place for P4 pupils at 11am on Saturday 11th May in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure. Lafayette Photography will take photographs in the church before and afterwards. 


P4 pupils have been attending a special ‘Do This In Memory’ Mass once a month in St. Mary’s Church Altinure in preparation for First Communion. Date of the next ‘Do This In Memory’ Mass is Sunday 24th March. 


A retreat in preparation for First Holy Communion will take place for P4 pupils on Tuesday 12th March in Fincairn Hall. Pupils need to be at school promptly that morning as the retreat begins at 9.30am. P4 pupils from St. Canice’s PS Feeny and St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s PS, Foreglen will also attend. Lunch will be provided and the day will end with Confessions with  Fr. Micheál. P4 are looking forward to it!


Our PTA is appealing for parents of current Primary Three pupils to help out with the tea at First Holy Communion on 11th May. Please ring reception and leave your name if you can provide scones/sweet treats or if you can spare a few hours to help out that morning. Thank you!





OPERATION ENCOMPASS


In line with EA safeguarding recommendations, we are an Operation Encompass school. This means that, if a child has been present in the home during a domestic violence incident, school will be informed the following morning. This information will be treated as highly confidential and school will provide reassurance and support to the child, as appropriate. Mrs Redmond is our Designated Child Protection Officer, Miss Doyle is our Deputy Designated Child Protection Officer and Marie Gormley is our Designated Child Protection Governor. Please do not hesitate to contact one of them if you have any Child Protection concern! 








TIN WHISTLE


Mrs Boyle is teaching the tin whistle to Year 6 pupils every Wednesday afternoon. Mrs McAleer teaches Film Literacy to P4 at this time. Year 7 will also avail of tin whistle from Wed 10th April.  Tin whistles can be ordered from the office at a cost of £5.00.


____________________________________________


MISS MCREYNOLDS


Miss McReynolds is currently on teaching practice in Primary Four and our pupils are thoroughly enjoying her lessons. She has kindly offered to take Guitar Club after school. This club is aimed at pupils who already have a guitar and have a little prior knowledge of how to play it. The club is open to pupils from P4-P7 and pupils must bring their own guitar to school. It will run on Wednesdays from 3-4pm for 3 weeks: Wed 6th March, Wed 13th March & Wed 20th March. We thank Miss McReynolds for this wonderful opportunity. __________________________________________


IN/AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES


Monday- Yoga – P3 - Monday 4th March - 5 weeks (finishing Mon 15th April)


Tuesday – Basketball- beginning March 12th for 4 weeks, finishing on Tues 9th April. P4- 2-3pm and P6/7 – 3-4pm. (Pupils in P6/7 who did not get a place last time will be prioritised this time.)


EA Literacy Support – Some pupils


Wednesday – Derry GAA coaching with Eimear – all classes (all day)


Guitar Club – P4 -P7- 3-4pm- 3 sessions- Wed 6th March – Wed 20th March


Thursday- Gymnastics – P2 -Thurs 7th March- 2-3pm. P4 Gymnastics-Thurs 7th March – 3-4pm. 


(5 weeks for both classes -last session Thurs 18th April)


EA Violin tuition – KS2 Mrs Small 1 – 3pm


Mairtin – Irish – P5, 6 & 7 – Thurs afternoons





SCHOOL CLOSURES























Closed Bank Holiday Monday- 5th May


Closed – Staff Development Days- Mon 27th and Tues 28th May


Closed for summer holidays- Friday 28th June- half day- 12 noon














 




















Mon 18th March – St Patrick’s Day


Easter- Closed Wed 27th March half day (12 noon)


Off Thurs 28th March – Fri 5th April. Back to school- Monday 8th April
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