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FAN THE FLAME MASS

Year 7 pupils will attend the Fan the Flame Mass in Celtic Park, Derry on Thursday 8th June. 
_________________________________________________
SCHOOL TRIPS
P7 pupils are really looking forward to their school trip to Emerald Park on Monday 12th June. A letter will follow soon with more details. As they will be exhausted, they are allowed to stay off school on Tuesday 13th June. This will not impact negatively on their attendance. (They can still attend if that suits families better). Hopefully they will have a wonderful time!
All other classes will have a Shared Education trip with our friends in Cumber Claudy PS. The buses will be funded through Shared Education so pupils will only have to pay for admission/lunch. 
P1- 24th May -Brunswick Moviebowl – Soft play, lunch and movie - £11.00
P2 – 23rd May – Kids Ahoy and play park, Limavady- £3.00 (bring packed lunch)

P3- 14th June – Jungle King soft play and lunch - £8.50

P4 – 13th June - Brunswick Moviebowl – soft play, lunch and movie - £11.00
P5- 17th May- Extreme Bounce – play and lunch - £10.00

P6- 11th May – Brunswick Moviebowl – Bowling, movie and lunch - £11.00
P7 – 31st May – Cumber Play park- Free – 10am – 12noon (weather dependent)
EQUINE THERAPY

We are looking forward to three pupils participating in Equine Therapy over the next few weeks in Gortilea Social Farm, Claudy. This will be a very exciting opportunity for them to learn how to care for horses while also building their own confidence and self- esteem. We hope they enjoy it!

________________________________________________

MERAKI ART THERAPY

Four pupils will avail of Meraki art sessions with Christina Smyth over the next few weeks. This should help build confidence and resilience through art activities. It is a wonderful opportunity for the pupils involved and we hope it proves hugely beneficial.
_________________________________________________

SPORTING EVENTS

Well done to our Boys’ Gaelic team who won the Fr Gallagher shield at the Faughanvale PS blitz on 19th April. We are extremely proud of them all!

Other upcoming events:

A friendly soccer match against Cumber Claudy PS will take place at our school on Tuesday 2nd May at 1.30pm. A mixed teams match will also be played.

On Friday 19th May, our girls’ Gaelic team will attend the North Derry Girls Football Championship and on Wednesday 24th May, our boys’ Gaelic team will play in the North Derry Boys Football Championship in Owenbeg. 

We wish them all luck!

_________________________________________________
ADORATION PROCESSION
At 10am on Monday 15th May, instead of indoor Adoration, all pupils will walk in procession behind a statue of Our lady whilst reciting this rosary. This is to venerate Our Lady in the month of May and it should be a very special event. Classes will also have May Altars and we encourage parents to create May Altars also at home as a focus for prayer.
_________________________________________________MS. HERRON LEAVING
Sadly, Ms Herron has secured a 5 day a week teaching post in St. Eugene’s PS, Derry and her last teaching day with us will be Tuesday 27th June. She is sad to leave and we will be very sorry to see her go. We thank her from her dedication and kindness and we wish her well in her new position. Her teaching post will be advertised in the coming weeks.

_________________________________________________
P6 ASSEMBLY
P6 assembly will take place on Friday 26th May at 1.15pm. Family members welcome.
MATHS DAY

On Monday 5th June, we will have a ‘Maths Day’ in school. Pupils will engage in Maths trails, games, problem solving tasks and online challenges. These should boost their enjoyment of Numeracy and encourage quicker mental recall.
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_________________________________________________
TASTER DAY
P6 will visit St. Patrick’s and St. Brigid’s College for a ‘Taster Day’ on Wednesday 14th June. They will participate in practical activities and find out what school life is like there. It always proves to be an enjoyable day.
_________________________________________________
LEAVERS’ MASS
P7 pupils will have their official last day of school on Monday 26th June. On Friday 23rd June, pupils will have celebrations in class with Miss Doyle. On Monday 26th June, attendance at school in the morning is optional for P7s. All P7 pupils and parents are then invited to attend the Leavers’ Mass that afternoon at 1.30pm in the school assembly hall. Fr McGavigan will be the celebrant.  Pupils should wear their own clothes. Records of Achievement will be presented and there will be refreshments. We wish our Primary 7 leavers the best of luck for their new post-primary schools!
WORK EXPERIENCE
We look forward to welcoming Aodheen McKee, Chelsey Brady, Annie Kealey and Grace McClune to our school on work experience in June. We hope they enjoy their time with us! We also will welcome Orlagh Devine soon on placement. We hope she enjoys her time in Altinure.
SPORTS DAY

Sports Day will take place on Friday 16th June this year. Parents are welcome to attend and the first race should take place at approximately 9.50am. Please remember to keep the playground gates closed at all times to ensure pupil safety.
Pupils will need to wear sportswear and sun cream if it is sunny. There will be no tuck shop but pupils can buy a bagged selection of sweets for £1.00 through school reception. Pupils can also bring in sweet treats from home (no fizzy drinks or nuts allowed). Tea/coffee and scones will be available for adults to purchase that day. (There will unfortunately be no hot food available for parents). Prize giving will take place in the afternoon. Parents are welcome to stay for this if they wish (weather permitting). 
Remember you only have permission to photograph your own child and cannot post photographs of other children on social media without permission from their parents! 
We are really looking forward to the whole day!
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LIFESAVING SKILLS IN P7
Miss Doyle will teach CPR/lifesaving skills to P7 in the coming weeks. Look out for photos on our school website!
.
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DURING/AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES


Monday – Yoga- Last session for P3 & P5 - 15th May


P7- Cycling Proficiency


Tuesday - Gaelic -P5/6  – Ryan Coyle – last session 23rd May


P7 – Cycling Proficiency


Thursday – Gymnastics – P7- last session- 11th May


P1- last session – 1st June


Y3 – 3-4pm First session – 25th May & last session on 22nd June)


EA Violin tuition – individual pupils from P5-7


Literacy Service – individual pupils P6/7


Friday – Christina Smyth- Meraki Art – 4 pupils


____________________________________________


SACRAMENTS�A retreat took place on Tuesday 25th April for the P4 class in preparation for First Holy Communion and pupils thoroughly enjoyed it. Many thanks to Charlotte who led the retreat!


P4 children will make their First Communion at 11am on Saturday 13th May in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure. Each family will have access to two rows of seats. Please be in your seat by 10.45am. 


Lafayette Photography will be in the chapel to take a group and a family photo. Please let school know if you do not want a photograph taken. 


After the ceremony, Fr McGavigan will kindly provide an ice-cream van and the PTA will also provide tea/coffee and a sweet treat for families. Thank you to Mrs Boyle for preparing the First Communicants so thoroughly. We hope you all have a lovely day!
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___________________________________________


P7 SCHOOL PLACEMENTS


P7 pupils and their parents will be informed by email of their school placements on Saturday 20th May. If your child is unplaced, you will need to act quickly and select a place in a school which still has places available. Telephone the Admissions Helpdesk on 028 9598 5595 for support. Good luck to everyone! 


____________________________________________


PUBERTY TALK


A Puberty talk will take place for P7 pupils on Wednesday 21st June at 2.15pm. Boys and girls will attend in separate groups. They will watch an informative video followed by discussion with Miss Doyle (girls) and Mrs Redmond (boys). Attendance is optional and parents must provide consent for pupils to participate. More information to follow.


CYCLING PROFICIENCY TRAINING


Year 7 pupils have been working hard on their Cycling Proficiency training with Miss Doyle and it is going really well. Thanks to Miss Doyle for providing this instruction to P7.


____________________________________________
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SCHOOL CLOSURES


 Bank Holiday – Mon 1st May


Coronation Day – Mon 8th May


Election Day – Thurs 18th May


Bank Holiday Mon 29 & Tues 30th May 


(Staff Development days)


Half day: Friday 30th June (summer holidays)





YEAR ONE INDUCTION PROGRAMME


Mrs McKenna will visit Park Community Playgroup at 11.30am on Friday 12th May to meet our new pupils. She will also visit Straidarren Playgroup soon to meet a new P1 pupil there. On Friday 26th May, our new pupils are invited to school at 9.30am for a Games Day where they will play and have fun while getting to know the new surroundings. 


Parents are invited to attend our school assembly hall for an information session on school life on Thursday 1st June at 7pm. This session will also provide opportunities for parents to become informed of school policies and practices. 


Parents and their children are then invited to a walk-through induction session on Friday 23rd June. Times will be staggered. At this session, starting dates and Smart Packs will be given out. More information will follow. We appreciate your continued support for all our initiatives.
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____________________________________________


YEAR 6 TRANSFER MEETING


The Schools Entrance Assessment Group (SEAG) are now responsible for the post primary school transfer test. The test will take place over 2 Saturdays in November (11th and 25th Nov 2023) and it will be used by all post-primary schools that use academic selection. There is a cost of £20 to register your child for these tests. It is parental responsibility to complete the application process. To register your child, you must first register yourself as a parent/guardian on the SEAG website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.seagni.co.uk" �www.seagni.co.uk� You then must complete the online registration process for your child. Registration will open at 9am on Wednesday 3rd May 2023 and close at 5pm on Friday 22nd September 2023. Visit seagni.co.uk/guidance-for-parents or visit the grammar school websites for more information. To help you understand changes in the transfer process, a transfer information meeting will take place via Google Classroom on Wednesday 3rd May at 3.30pm for parents of current P6 pupils. Mrs McAleer and Mrs Redmond will facilitate the meeting. You can enter the meeting via your child’s Google Classroom account and we will also text a link before the meeting. More details to follow.


WELCOME


Welcome to Marria and Milana who have joined our school from Ukraine, and to the Scally family who have returned from Australia. We are delighted to have you all in Altinure!
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